INFORMATION SHEET

ABOUT THE
PROJECT
This $25 million, threeyear project will customise,
intensify and better
support existing strategies
to accelerate all children’s
learning, and in particular
Aboriginal student progress
in Kimberley schools and
communities that opt in
to the project. Aboriginal
students comprise more than
60 per cent of the Kimberley
region’s school population.
Many of them face significant
challenges to complete their
education. They are about
twice as likely as the average
Australian school student to
enter school with at least one
developmental vulnerability,
and less than half as likely to
meet key benchmarks and
successfully complete Year 12.

“Aboriginal students
comprise more than
60 per cent of the
Kimberley region’s
school population...”

WHAT DOES THE
PROJECT INVOLVE?
THE PROJECT HAS FOUR AREAS OF
INNOVATION:
• Targeted teaching - evidencebased teaching strategies,
quality materials, and frequent
measurement of achievement.
• Better early years learning and care
- community initiatives that build on
and improve existing services, and
engage families as first teachers.
• Regular attendance - community
partnerships to deliver strategies
that respond to drivers of nonattendance in a particular
community.
• Increased student and community
engagement - development with
the community of extended learning
programs and related initiatives.
Support includes coaching and advice for
school leaders and teachers, as well as
learning and assessment resources that
are both evidence-based and tailored to
the needs of Kimberley children.
A regional office with wrap around
support staff and program will be based
in Broome and travel regularly to support
the above. In addition, the project will
fund allied health screening for student
developmental delays and/or disabilities
at all opt-in schools to ensure all in class
programs are customised to student
needs. This will be done in partnership
with local health providers where
possible.
WILL SCHOOLS BE OPTING INTO ALL
ASPECTS OR FOCUSING ON ONE AREA
LIKE TARGETED TEACHING?
To be eligible to be an opt-in school,
the school and its school system must
commit to all four aspects of the
Kimberley Schools Project.

HOW CAN THE STUMBLING BLOCKS
OF FASD, TRAUMA, ENGAGEMENT
TRANSIENCE AND ATTENDANCE BE
ADDRESSED?
The Kimberley Schools Project will
customise learning to localised need
through targeted teaching. This includes
provisions for trauma informed healing
aware practices identified by allied health
professionals and the local community.
The project partners have become
increasingly aware of Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorder (FASD), trauma,
student mobility and attendance rates
within their own schools and across
the region. They are committed to
supporting the local school community
which includes the students’ family
engagement in a co-design process to
ensure all solutions are locally relevant.
IS THERE SCOPE FOR LOCAL
COMMUNITIES TO CONTRIBUTE TO
THEIR OPT-IN SCHOOL AND WILL
THERE BE THE DEVELOPMENT OF
CULTURALLY AND AGE APPROPRIATE
RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS?
Yes there is significant opportunity for
the local community to contribute and
partner with their opt-in school. All
opt-in schools will have a local school
leadership group which will comprise of
school leaders, student families and local
community leaders. Yes there is also a
great opportunity for students, schools
and the KSP regional office to design
bespoke Kimberley resources that make
learning relevant, localised and fun for
students.
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