Kimberley Schools Project - Term 3 2019 Newsletter
From the Manager

Welcome everyone to our first KSP newsletter. We hope
to publish one each term and our aim is to provide you
with information on our operations throughout the
region and give you an insight into how schools are
engaging in the Project. We’ll also update you on any
news about the Project and any changes to the KSP
team. In addition, there are further developments to our
website, which is hosted by the Kimberley Development
Commission, KSP Twitter soon to be released and of
course our KSP Connect Community – we’ll certainly be
keeping you updated on Project developments,
professional learning opportunities, good news stories,
articles and resources.
Goolarri Media have produced two short videos which
will be available shortly. The filming took part at Bayulu
RCS and features staff and students talking about Let’s
Decode and Daily Reviews.
I’m very pleased to inform you that the Project has been
extended until the end of 2022 and this has been signed
off at Ministerial level. This is great news for Project
schools as it means support provided will continue for
another two years. As the expertise in explicit instruction
of classroom teachers continues to develop, Kimberley
students will reap the benefits of everyone’s efforts.
A further development is the decision to support two
schools in the Pilbara region in the new year. The good
news here is that students in the Pilbara will benefit from
expert teachers too.
Enjoy the articles and I look forward to seeing and
hearing more great things about the KSP.
Mark Williams

As part of the Kimberley Schools Project all schools
complete four professional learning modules presented
by Associate Professor Lorraine Hammond. Most
recently, Module 4 was delivered to Broome, Roebuck,
Broome North, Wananami, Muludja and Ngalapita
schools. The module focused on the explicit teaching of
vocabulary and sentence level writing, building on
participant’s skills in constructing Daily Reviews. Work
by Isabel Beck on vocabulary instruction and Judith
Hockman’s Writing Revolution are cited significantly in
the professional learning.
Nikki Meaney & Kate Burke
Vocabulary levels across the Kimberley are impressive as these
samples of writing collected from KSP schools demonstrates

Six more schools complete Module 4

Chin it!

East Kimberley College’s culture of Team Work
In Week 5 term 3, the Yr 1 teachers at East Kimberley
College (EKC) came together to divide and conquer their
Daily Reviews. Six teachers from three straight Year 1
classes and two split Year 1/2 classroom teachers met to
more evenly distribute workload in the creation of their
Daily Reviews. KSP program coordinators facilitated by
devising the breakdown of PA, Phonics, Fluency,

Vocabulary and Comprehension required in a daily
review. Each teacher was set a task, then returned to
collate the slides together. The Year 3 team at EKC have
also completed similar activities and the Pre -primary
team are ready to follow suit.
Collaboration is key, by focussing on things that matter:
curriculum, instruction and improving practice that
ultimately improves student learning. The EKC Year 1
team are leading the way for the Primary School in
working together.

Watch this space! Bree Wagner

3a Training in the Kimberley
Abecedarian Approach Australia (3a) training has begun
for our KSP KindiLink schools including some partner
organisations. Educators have attended 3 days of
training that will support them to work alongside
families that honours the family’s role as their child’s
first teacher. 3a has an overarching focus on making
language (2-way) a priority in every activity and
interaction between adults and children. Underpinning
this is three elements.
1. Enriched Caregiving where routines are an
opportunity to provide care, connection and educational
content;
2. Conversational reading where sharing stories with
children builds their pre literacy knowledge and skills;

Teachers: Larissa Herring, Nadine Maher, Sam Mason, Jane Lowe
and Leanne King

Principal Kate Wilson said, “It will inspire others to
continue on the same journey”. This journey of
collaboration is paving the way and developing a
common culture of teamwork. Di Kajma
Working with our Partners
I am very excited to have joined the Kimberley Schools
Project team this term as a Program Coordinator for the
“Increase Student and Community Engagement” pillar,
based at Fitzroy Valley District High School (FVDHS). The
purpose of this role is to co-design local solutions that
draw upon the Aboriginal Cultural Standards Framework
and interagency strengths to build community
confidence in schools and be involved in student
learning and achievements. So far I have been working
with FVDHS staff and community partners to develop a
range of engagement opportunities for senior school
students who come to FVDHS from Bayulu, Muludja and
Wangkatjungka communities. This has included a series
of community basketball and barbecue events within
community and plans for a professionals-in-residence
program. Work is also underway to develop tools and a
data management plan to measure and report student
and community engagement with FVHDS. I have also
been newly appointed to co-chair the Fitzroy Valley
Youth Engagement Strategy Local Service Planning
Group. This group will be convened to plan and action,
in a coordinated way and informed by the voice of youth,
the delivery of local youth programs and activities.

3a Graduates - Kununurra

3. Learning Games that are underpinned by research on
child development and build on children’s developing
literacy and numeracy skills.
Sheridan Lister, Suzie Powel, Carol Shillingsworth

3a Graduates - Broome
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Our next 3a training workshop will be in
Term 4 Week 2 in Fitzroy Crossing 22nd
to 24th October.
East Kimberley College (EKC) KSP KindiLink goes 3a

Following recent 3a training in Kununurra, EKC
educators Thelma Norman and Lyn D’Arth have become
more intentional in their approach to the strategies of
3a. Over the last few weeks they have begun using the
language of 3a with the parents and children; made 3a
posters that are representative of their families and
have worked in partnership with parent/caregivers to
develop individual plans for their children. The plans
currently include Language Priority and Enriched
Caregiving strategies that can be supported in both the
home environment and at the KindiLink. Carol and I had
the opportunity to visit KSP KindiLink at EKC and we give
it a ‘double thumbs up’. Sheridan Lister

Suzie facilitating 3a training in Broome
Term 4 Events
Module 2
Fitzroy Valley District High School
4 November

ECK KSP KindiLink educators
Thelma and Lyn have a lot to
smile about.

Module 4
Halls Creek District High School
8 November
Study Tour
Perth
31 Oct – 1 Nov
Professor Wynn
Edith Cowan University
Kimberley Visit – Wk 4
Student Wellbeing Census
School Leaders Workshop
Broome
12 November

Playing and learning go hand in
hand when using the 3a strategies

Keep an eye out for catch up modules
Wk 9
Goodbyes or maybe see you soon? - The KSP Team
The KSP team is sad to say ‘bye’ to Suzie. In the time that
Suzie has been with us she has provided thoughtful and
practical guidance and leadership to our KSP KindiLink
schools. Suzie is returning to Karratha and her position
with Baynton West PS/Gumala Aboriginal Corporation
to continue her role as a Coordinator of a 3a program.
We look forward to continuing our partnership with
Suzie and cannot thank her enough for sharing her
knowledge and wisdom knowing that children and
families are at the heart of her early childhood practice.
Sheridan Lister

The bag is red.
Let’s Decode at La Grange
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Principal’s Report
The Targeted Teaching professional learning program continues to thrive with 17 schools completing all four
modules. Program Coordinators are providing consistent and regular modelling, feedback and observations and
they are also modelling literacy explicit lessons. Many schools have been extending the Explicit Instruction Daily
Review approach across older years.
Associate Professor Dr Lorraine Hammond ECU has been conducting observations and feedback, providing the
project with positive feedback regarding the development, consistency and fidelity of instruction implementation.
We congratulate Dr Hammond as the recipient of the Order of Australia Medal for her services to education and
recognize her outstanding ongoing contribution to this project.
This term Jessica Salm has provided support for schools in developing evidence based targeted teaching
approaches for upper primary and lower secondary students requiring support in decoding and reading. The
project supports schools in the implementation of Corrective Reading or MacqLit depending on their specific needs
and abilities, to support intervention. We have 11 schools registered and this will be delivered in Broome Week 9.
We are in the process of securing a facilitator to deliver professional learning in Corrective Reading and hope to
offer this opportunity late in Term 4.
Kate Burke will be leading the acceleration of Targeted Teaching in Mathematics for the project. Assessment items
have been reviewed and we are in the process of developing a project example K-2 Scope and Sequence. Some
schools have implemented the Explicit Instruction Daily Review in Mathematics.
Last term, two Dawson Park PS Deputy Principals co-facilitated two workshops for Mathematics. They visited two
schools, met with project staff, school leadership teams and staff, provided schools with resources and assisted in
curriculum development and assessment conversations. The quality and depth of understanding in instructional
methodology and past experience in effective implementation was evidenced by feedback from school leaders and
staff both during, and after the visit. Moving forward, we have partnered with Dawson Park Primary school who
are finalists for the WA Premiers Education Awards for Primary School of the Year and our collaboration will center
around study tours, aspirant opportunities and accelerating Mathematics and thanks to Pauline Johnson for her
ongoing support.
This year our project fidelity and data collection has exponentially improved and we are starting to see really
positive impacts through this analysis as the On entry charts below demonstrate. Staff across the project are
sharing their resources and schools are reporting on the readiness and ease of transition for newly enrolled
students who have come from other project schools. We need to make sure we collect as much end of year
assessment results as possible and lastly, please keep sending through videos of classes - they are an amazing way
to showcase our schools, staff and students.
On-entry Assessment Reading
Tranche 1 Schools - Pre Primary

On-entry Assessment Speaking and Listening
Tranche 1 Schools - Pre Primary
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Comparative results for Speaking and Listening for Kimberley Schools Project, Tranche 1 Schools
2018 – 105 PP students participated in the assessment 2019 – 95 PP students participated in the assessment
In 2018 41% of students scored above the mid score range (400+).
In 2019 54.7% of students scored above the mid score range (400+) indicating a 13.7% shift above the mid-scale
score range.
Comparative results for Reading for Kimberley Schools Project, Tranche 1 Schools
2018 – 105 PP students participated in the assessment
2019 – 95 PP students participated in the assessment
In 2018 56% of students scored above the mid score range (400+).
In 2019 63% of students scored above the mid score range (400+) indicating a 6% shift above the mid-scale score
range.
Bronwyn Wright
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